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Inspired by a friend's balcony garden in Japan, the author, an avid if amateur gardener, returns
to America and begins to build his own Japanese-style garden.

From Library JournalIn his first foray into the world of garden writing, Egan (education, Simon
Fraser Univ., BC; The Educated Mind) endeavors to teach readers the principles that inform the
design and meaning of Zen gardens through this personal account of building his own garden in
Vancouver, Canada. Unfortunately, he does not quite achieve his goal. The narrative is an
amusing and heartfelt chronicle of his Zen garden adventure with a desultory sprinkling of
observations about the "Zen" principles that guided his work. Egan makes only passing
references to unnamed Japanese garden books and web sites he consulted for his project,
though readers interested in creating Japanese gardens themselves would have found a
specific list of these resources useful. An optional supplement to more standard works on
Japanese garden design.ABrian Lym, City Coll. of San Francisco Lib.Copyright 2001 Reed
Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorKieran Egan, originally from Clonmel, Ireland, has
published sixteen academic books. He holds two Ph.D.'s in education, from Stanford University
and from Cornell. He is a professor at Simon Fraser University.
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WVgrrl, “Great book!. I enjoyed the author's witty and honest tale of what turned out to be like
most of my "how-hard-can-it-be?" projects. He is a great story teller and I like the photos of the
progress. I did feel that, near then end, he lost some of his early enthusiasm in writing it and
perhaps was just trying to get the book finished, as his project segued from into a book deal with
a deadline. Or perhaps, like some of my own projects, he was tired and just looking forward to
finally getting it finished so he could sit back enjoy the results of his labors. But he did a beautiful
job both building the garden and writing the book; it was worth the cover price and it's a book I
have kept.”

Heather D. Muir, “Building My Zen Garden. Kieran Egan's account of his adventure into the
relatively unknown world of backyard landscaping was wonderful. I could relate to his story so
well and found his writing style so readable, witty and engrossing. Egan's decision to relate his
experience of building his Zen garden gives hope to anyone who aspires to creating something
similar in their own backyard. A practical and very amusing account of backyard landscaping for
the novice.”

Donnie Morehouse, “Five Stars. great”

Brndr, “Charmed & Delighted. Professor Egan is witty, self-deprecating, interesting, and
entertaining. I particular enjoyed the research and random facts he includes about his garden,
cats, St. Francis of Assisi etc...His writing style is light, descriptions vivid, and philosophy simple,
yet inspiring.”

K. Straley, “fun book. While this isn't an all inclusive guide to japanese gardening, its a fun and
inspiring read. After reading this book I set about building my own japanse style garden; and
while I didn't find myself referring to it for specifics of actually building the garden - I did find
myself referring to it for motivation. Egan's self-effacing sense of humour is particularly
enjoyable, as he struggles with such tribulations as moving a large rock, or dealing with a
leaking pond (problems that I also found myself dealing with). I would highly recommend this
book to any do-it-yourselfer thinking about building a japansese style garden.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 7 people have provided feedback.
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